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If you are a manual laborer, you find that the Bible has been put into your workshop, into your hand, into 
your heart. It teaches and preaches how you should treat your neighbor. Just look at your tools—at your 

needle or thimble, your beer barrel, your goods, your scales or yardstick or measure—and you will read this 
statement inscribed on them. Everywhere you look, it stares at you. Nothing that you handle every day is 

so tiny that it does not continually tell you this, if you will only listen… “Friend, use me in your relations 
with your neighbor just as you would want your neighbor to use his property in his relations with you.” 

Martin Luther “The Sermon on the Mount” 

 

Introduction: Vocation as the Setting for Human Potential 

The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then 
nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and confuse their 
language so they will not understand each other." Genesis 11:6-7 

God choses to need you so that you are not a waste of space. Daniel Deutschlander  

 

I. Vocation as the Setting for Spiritual Warfare 

The old man is characterized by wrath, envy, greed, laziness, pride, unbelief, and such obvious sins, which 
manifestly constitute an encumbrance on vocation and one’s neighbor. When the demand of vocation and of 
neighbor is laid upon the old man, he is made amenable. These sins are repressed and give place to a gentle 

and patient new man, who receives his life from God’s hand. Gustaf Wingren “Luther on Vocation” 

 

A. Calling 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God--not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10 

A cobbler, a smith, a peasant—each has the work of his trade, and yet they are all alike 
consecrated priests and bishops. Further, everyone must benefit and serve every other by means 
of his own work or office so that in this way many kinds of work may be done for the bodily and 
spiritual welfare of the community. Martin Luther “To the Christian Nobility”  
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B. Categories of Vocation  

1 Peter 2-4, Ephesians 5-6, Colossians 3, 1 Timothy 3 & 5 

This is also why it is wrong to treat God as a grand employment agency, a celestial executive 
searcher to find perfect fits for our perfect gifts. The truth is not that God is finding us a place for 
our gifts but that God has created us and our gifts for a place of his choosing – and we will only 
be ourselves when we are finally there. Os Guinness “The Call” 

 

C. Justification 

We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ know that a man is not justified by observing 
the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be 
justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will 
be justified. Galatians 2:16 

In heaven, before God, vocation has little to contribute as do good works. Good works and 
vocation (love) exist for the earth and one’s neighbor, not for eternity and God. God does not 
need our good works, but our neighbor does. It is faith that God wants. Gustaf Wingren “Luther on 
Vocation” 

 

D. The Simul 

But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and 
the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. Romans 3:21-24 

Finally, exhausted, he [the student] realized he had to take a semester off. He took a job, for the 
time being, doing what he really enjoyed—namely, working on cars. As an auto mechanic, he 
found himself rising in the ranks at the garage, taking on more responsibilities, and earning more 
and more money. He felt that he should go back to school, but he could not bring himself to quit 
his mechanic job. He was apologetic to his professor, but he should not have been. He had found 
his vocation. Gene Edward Veith Jr. “God at Work” 

 

 

 

 


